Leader Resources: Finding Your Pathway

A spiritual gifts inventory By Hank Hilliard, adapted from www.ymtoday.com

A pathway has to do with the way we most naturally sense God's
presence and experience spiritual growth. You have at least one
pathway that comes most easily to you. You also will have one or
two pathways that are the most unnatural and require a lot of
stretching for you to pursue. This inventory will help you to
assess and identify which pathways come most natural to you
and those that may be foreign for you.

Score each of the following on a 1-5 scale.

Write your answer on the sheet next to the number that
coincides with the statement.

1=not me at all

2= not really me

3=sort of me

4= yeah, that's me

5= for sure me, no doubt about it

1) I enjoy reading scripture and figuring out how to apply it to
my life.

2) My relationships with my friends and family are the most
important thing to me.

3) | have feel closest to God when | am on a mission trip, service
project, or just during times when | am helping others.

4) | enjoy participating in or leading worship.

5) | am passionate about things like feeding the hungry,
sponsoring children in foreign countries, and raising money and
supplies for the homeless.

6) | try make time for quiet for reflection and thinking.

7) Give me a tent, sleeping bag, campfire, and a starry sky, and |
am happy.

8) When reading the Bible, | read carefully and try to find the
meaning in the words.

9) | like to divide into small groups for discussion and sharing.
___10) I take opportunities to serve others through church or
community clubs
____11) | feel God's presence during worship.

____12) lam currently involved in a cause such as sponsoring a child,
raising money for a charity, or other action that | initiated

___13) I think the world is too fast paced and that we all need to slow
down in order to experience God more deeply.

____14) My favourite worship services are the ones we do outside.
_____15) I like to read books

____16) The best way to experience God is in small group Bible study
or discussions.

____17) Mission projects and trips are an important part of ministry.
____18) Listening to music can lift my spirits and help me experience
God's presence.




1= not me at all
2= not really me
3=sort of me
4= yeah, that's me
5= for sure me, no doubt about it

____19) | feel most alive when | am part of a cause and | am working
hard for that cause.
____20) I keep a journal, or enjoy writing about things that | have
experienced or felt.
___21) I like to spend large chunks of time outdoors.
____22) My favourite part of the worship service/youth group is the
sermon/talk.
____23)Ispend a lot of time on email, facebook or other online social
networks.
____24) | believe that serving others is the most important thing a
church can do.
_____25) I enjoy singing praise songs at church and youth group.
____26) I respond well to pressure situations.
____27) | often reflect on things that have happened in life and look
for a deeper meaning.
____28)When | see a mountain range or a clear blue sky, | recognize
the awesomeness of God.
____29) When someone preaches or teaches, | think about it before |
decide if it is true.
____30) I enjoy meeting new people and making new friends.
____31) I like to pitch in and do the little things to help such as
cleaning or setting tables.
____32) People worshipping together with their whole hearts is one
of my favourite things.
___33) I like it when my life is fast-paced, complex, and strenuous.

34) When | am around a lot of people for an extended period |
get tired and irritable.

35) | believe people need to be out in nature more if they want
to grow close to God.
____36) luse the internet to learn and discover new things.
____37) 1 do not like to spend long periods of time alone.
____38) Serving others brings me joy.
____39) When | have not been a part of worship service for a while, |
long for it.
_____40) When others are discouraged or think something can't be
done, | think | can do it.
____41) | feel God the most when things are still and quiet.
_____42) | enjoy backpacking and hiking.
_____43) | feel God most through learning more about Him.
_____44) | feel God more through my conversations with other people
than through reading the Bible or hearing a sermon
_____45) | enjoy helping out at places such as nursing homes,
homeless shelters, or orphanages.
_____46) I never feel awkward when | am praising God.
_____47) Challenges and difficulties do not discourage me, but they
energize me.




1= not me at all
2= not really me
3=sort of me
4= yeah, that's me
5= for sure me, no doubt about it

_____48) I don't have to be the center of attention. | am happy
watching.

_____49) 1 would rather be outside than watching tv or on the
computer.

_____50) I enjoy studying about new subjects and learning about things
that are new to me.

____51) I am comfortable sharing my heart and being vulnerable with
those | am close to.

____52) I feel God is happy with me when | am serving those in need.
____53) I experience tears and moments of deep joy when | am
worshipping God.

_____54) When | hear about injustice, | actually do something about it.
_____55) I enjoy having large blocks of uninterrupted times alone.
____56) I feel God when | am in nature.

SCORE SHEET
Write your score in the blank next to the number that matches
the statement you are scoring.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7.

8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14.
15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 21.
22. 23. 24, 25. 26. 27. 28.
29. 30. 31. 32. 33. 34. 35.
36. 37. 38. 39. 40. 41. 42.
43, 44, 45, 46. 47. 48. 49.
50. 51. 52. 53. 54. 55. 56.
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Add down each column and write your total at the bottom of
the column.

The letters in each column represent the following Pathways...

| = Intellectual

R — Relational

S —Serving

W — Worship

A — Activist

CO — Contemplative
CR - Creation

What Pathway is your highest score?




MY PATHWAY...

Take a few minutes to read through the PATHWAY descriptions
in the columns on the right. Does the description for your
highest score reflect your personality?

1) What can you do to nurture your primary pathway?

2) What other pathways were near your top score? What can
you do to nurture those pathways?

3) How are these pathways reflected in your child/youth
ministry leadership?

4) How can you change your leadership style or duties to better
reflect your pathway?

5) Working as a team:

If you are doing this exercise as a group, make a list of each
person’s pathway, and discuss how you can structure your
child/youth ministry so that everyone can lead from their
pathways.

If you are doing this exercise alone, make a list of people in your
child/youth ministry and guess their pathways. Ask yourself:
what can | do to connect with these children/youth along their
pathways?
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