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Diocese of Algoma

From the Archbishop
Lay Readers’ conference 2023
Dear friends in Christ,
The prayers of the wider church are requested for the parochial and diocesan Lay Readers as they gather online this Friday and Saturday for their annual conference. Because of the vastness of the diocese and the costs involved in travelling to different host deaneries for their meeting, the Lay Readers are finding that the Zoom platform works well for them. 
The good news this year, now that we aren’t restricted in our gathering by Covid, is that Lay Readers in a number of deaneries are meeting in one venue.  This will allow them to worship together, have small group discussions in person when the ‘break out groups’ happen, and share in fellowship over meals. If you are a Lay Reader or may be interested in the subject of the conference, find out where a small group might be meeting in your area and join them. 
The Deanery of Thunder Bay-North Shore is taking the leadership in preparing this Conference and have chosen the theme of ‘Practical Ministry Rooted in Prayer’ for their time together. A big thank you to Dr. Carol Knox, Rev. Deborah Everest, and Mr. Daniel Klein for their role in organizing this event. 
There is no charge to register for or participate in the Conference as it is being funded by Thunder Bay North-Shore Deanery. The registration form is found (here) along with the Agenda. 
I will open the conference with a teaching on Friday evening on the Lay Reader as Intercessor and on Saturday morning (in the context of Morning Prayer) of how our own patterns and practices of prayer help us go deeper in our own faith journey. 
During the course of the day on Saturday there will be workshops led by Bishop Victoria Matthews on Morning Prayer, the Rev. Rhonda Hirst on ministry in difficult pastoral situations, and the Rev. Jonathan Blanchard on basic pastoral visiting in homes and hospitals. Archdeacon Deborah Kraft will lead a session on funerals including meeting with families to plan a funeral and offering insights into local customs of indigenous peoples following a death. 
To wind up the day, Dr. Carol Knox will give a report from Assembly 2023, Sacred Circle, Full Communion, and Ecumenical partners. It is going to be a full rich day. 
Paul’s instructions at the very end of his letter to the Thessalonians are very brief and very general and are what the planning team for the Lay Readers’ Conference have chosen as their theme verses. 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18) Paul isn’t speaking to individuals as much as he is to the entire community in Thessalonica. They are to rejoice always. They are to pray always. They are to give thanks not just for the good things that happen, but always. This was a time (not unlike today) when it wasn’t always easy to follow Christ, but Paul still offers that simple but very direct call to rejoice, to pray and to give thanks always and no matter what happens.  
As we intentionally lift up in prayer the Lay Readers in our Church, we pray that in their ministry they would see these words of rejoicing, praying, and giving thanks as a blessing. Let us all give thanks for the gift of God’s Word which came to dwell among us in the flesh in Jesus Christ, and who will surely come again.
Looking forward to seeing many of you online on Friday evening and Saturday morning. In the meantime, REJOICE, PRAY, GIVE THANKS.
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